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by the parent who finally gives in and lets the child have
the thing for which he was teasing. Nagging is discouraged
by the parent who remains firm — even when there's com-
pany and the child is making of himself "a perfect nuisance/'
The latter method is the only way that the child will learn
that teasing is of no avail in getting what he wants. The
child will learn to do whatever secures for him the thing
he wants. If he gets it by teasing, screaming, or whining,
he will learn to behave in these undesirable ways. If he
gets what he wants by making his request in a pleasing way,
by being patient, and by working hard for it independently,
he will tend to behave in these desirable ways.
SHOWING    OFF
A child who "shows off" has been taught intentionally or
unintentionally to act in this way. He has performed some
little stunt, and people have exclaimed, "How cute!", "How
bright!", "Hoxv cunning!" In this way the child's attention
has been directed toward himself rather than toward the
thing he is doing or the pleasure he is giving by his per-
formance. After he has made his contribution to "the gaiety
of nations," the adults or children in the room should say,
"Thank you, that was very interesting" or "That was lots
of fun, thank you." Then the child should be willing to
take his place as part of the audience and enjoy what some-
one else says or does. He should have practice in the roles
both of performer and of audience. It has been found that
children who have been in the habit of playing games with
adults and assisting them in their daily work are unusually
free from the tendency to seek the center of the stage in
social situations.
EXCESSIVE   CRYING
Small children cry easily. Tears are sure to occur occasion-
ally. But the normal state for a child is happiness and
wholehearted absorption in his activities. If a child habitu-
ally weeps over nothing at all, the mother should try to
discover the situations that make her child cry. Children

